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BOROUGH  OF  FLINT. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Members  of  the  Borough 
) Council  of  Flint. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

As  Dr.  Twemlow  resigned  his  appointment  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  as  from  the  28th  February, 
1949,  after  nineteen  years  of  loyal,  efficient  and  valued  service, 
it  becomes  my  duty  as  his  successor  to  present  the  Report  /on 
the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  1948.'  I there- 
fore have  the  honour  to  present  this  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1948. 

SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area. — No  change  of  boundary  having  occurred,  the  area 
of  the  Borough  remains  at  6,248  statutory  acres. 

Population. — The  population  of  the  Borough,  estimated  at 
mid-year  1948  by  the  Registrar-General,  was  14,060.  The  cor- 
responding figure  for  the  year  1947  was  13,554. 

Inhabited  Houses. — There  were,  according  to  the  Council’s 
Rate  Books,  3,860  inhabited  houses  in  the  Borough  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  was 
therefore  3.64.  The  population  density  of  the  area  was  2.25 
persons  per  statutory  acre. 

Financial  Conditions. — The  product  of  a penny  rate,  in 
respect  of  the  financial  year  1948-49,  was  £247,  and  the  re- 
duced rateable  value  on  the  1st  April,  1949,  was  £65,933. 

Social  Conditions. — There  have  been  no  new  industries  in- 
troduced into  the  Borough  during  the  year  under  review. 

Vital  Statistics  — The  vital  statistics  are  herein  presented 
in  tabular  form  and,  for  purposes  of  comparison,  I have  given 
(where  appropriate)  the  corresponding  figures^  for  the  previous 
year.  Where  possible,  also,  the  ‘rates’  in  respect  of  England 
and  Wales  as  a whole  have  been  shown. 
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TABLE  1.— BIRTHS. 


Classification. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Rate  per  1000 
population. 
1948.  1947. 

Rate  per  1 000 
total  (live  & 
still  births.) 
1948.  1947. 

Live  Births — 
Legitimate 

152 

130 

282 

20.50 

25.45 

_ _ ' 

Illegitimate  . . . 

5 

1 

6 

0.43 

1.48 

— — 

Legit.  & Illegit. 

157 

131 

288 

20.48 

26.93 

— — 

Stillbirths— 
Legitimate  . . . 

4 

7 

11 

0.78 

0.81 

36.79  29.26 

Illegitmate  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

Legit.  & Illegit, 

4 

7 

11 

0.78 

0.81 

36.79  29.26 

All  Births 

161 

138 

299 

21.27 

27.74 

— — 

(live  & still) 

From  the  foregoing  Table  it  will  be  observed  that  there  has 
been  a substantial  fall  in  the  live-birth  rate. 


The  live-birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  17.9  per  1,000 
population  (Flint  20.48).  The  still-  birth  rate  for  England  an'd 
Wales  is  0.42  per  1,000  population  (Flint  0.78). 


TABLE  2.— DEATHS  (General)  RATE. 


Rate  per  1 000 

Males.  Females. 

Total. 

population. 
1948.  1947. 

All  ages  (all  causes) 

66  56 

122 

'8.68  10.55 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  for  the 
corresponding  period  was  10.8  per  1,000  population.  The  rate 
for  the  Borough  compares  favourably  with  this  figure,  although 
it  should  be  noted  that  these  are  the  crude  rates,  the  stand- 
ardised rates  not  being  available. 

There  has  been  an  appreciable  reduction  in  the  death  rate 
for  the  Borough  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

TABLE  3.— DEATHS  (General)  ANALYSIS. 

Rate 

Cause  of  Death.  Males.  Females.  Total,  per  1000 

population. 


Heart  Disease 

13 

9 

22 

Causes  (other  than  elsewhere  specified) 

6 

11 

17 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

6 

9 

15 

2 


TABLE  3.— DEATHS  (Generai)  ANALYSIS— Con. 


Cancer  (sites  other  than  those  specified) 

7 

4 

11 

Pneumonia  ... 

6 

2 

8 

Bronchitis 

4 

2 

6 

)Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum... 
Diseases  of  Digestive  System  (other 

O 

o 

2 

5 

than  elsewhere  specified)... 
Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  In- 

4 

1 

5 

jury,  Infantile  Diseases  ... 

3 

2 

5 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  (not 

T 

3 

4 

elsewhere  specified) 

Cancer  of  buc.,  cav.  & Oesoph  (M), 

4 

4 

Uterus  (F) 

2 

1 

3 

Cancer  (Breast)  .. 

- 

3 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Dubdenum... 

3 

- 

3 

Violence 

2 

1 

3 

Tuberculosis — ^non-respiratbry 

- 

2 

2 

Nephritis 

1 

1 

2 

Premature  Birth 

1 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

- 

1 

1 

Appendicitis 

— 

1 

1 

Totals  

66 

56 

122 

TABLE  4.— DEATHS  (Childbirth). 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  once  again  that  ho  death  occurred 
from  this  Cause  during  the  year. 


TABLE  5.— DEATH  RATES  (Infantile), 
(i.e.,  Infants  under  1 year  of  age). 


Classification. 

Males. 

Females.  Total 

Rate  per  1000 
live  births. 
1948.  1947. 

England 
& Wales 
1948. 

Legitimate 

...  7 

5 

12 

41.67 

46.6 

— 

Illegitimate 

...  — 

— — 

— 2.7 

Legit  & Illegit. 

...  7 

5 

12 

41.67 

49.3 

34 

Although  there  has  been  a reduction  in  the  Infantile  Mor- 
tality Rate  as  compared  with  1947,  the  Flint  rate  is  still  above 
that  for  England  and  Wales. 
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SECTION  B. 

Genera]  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

Officers. — ^The  Officers  serving  the  Borough  during  the  year 
under  report  were: — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:  Dr.  W.  A.  F.  Twemlow,  M.R.C.S.^ 
(Eng.),  L.R.C.P.  (London). 

Town  Clerk:  Mr.  D.  H.  Davies,  Ll.B. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor:  Mr.  W.  J.  Avery,  M.I.M.E., 
C.R.S.I. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor:  M,r.  J.  T.  Iball^^ 
M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — Your  Officers  continued  to  use  the 
Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Conway  during  the  year  under 
report. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — There  was  no  change  in  the  arrange- 
ments until  July  5th,  when  the  provision  of  an  ambulance  service 
and  sitting-case  car  service  became  the  responsibility  of  the 
Flintshire  County  Council,  as  local  Health  Authority  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act.  Since  that  date  an  ambulance, 
stationed  in  Flint,  is  available  on  a 24-hour  service.  Sitting- 
case  cars  are  available  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council 
Welfare  Officer. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. — This  continued  to  be  provided  by 
the  Flint  District  Nursing  Association  until  July  5th.  After 
this  date  the  Flintshire  County  Council  assumed  the  responsi- 
bility for  provision  of  the  service. 

Midwifery. — Since  July  5th,  the  provision  of  a domiciliary 
midwifery  service  has  also  become  the  responsibility  of  the 
Flintshire  County  Council. 

Treatment  Clinics  and  Centres. — The  following  Table  gives 
particulars  of  the  Centres  and  Clinics  at  which  facilities  for 
consultation  and/or  treatment  are  available  to  the  residents  of 
the  Borough : — 

Dates  and  Times 

Clinic.  Situation.  of  Opening. 

Tuberculosis 

(Provided  by  the  Welsh  ...Cottage  Hospital,  ...Every  Tuesday, 

Nat.  Memorial  Associ-  Holywell.  10-30  a.m. 

ation  under  arrange-  Oaklands,  Queens-  ...Every  Wednesday, 
ments  made  by  the  ferry.  10  a.m. 

County  Council). 

(Since  July  5th,  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board). 
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Venereal  Diseases 


') 


Ante- Natal 


...Royal  Infirmary,  ...Males:  Every  Wed- 
nesday, 5 — 7 p.m. 

Every  Satur- 
day, 12  noon-2  p.m. 

Females . Every  Mon- 
day, 5 — 7 p.m. 

Every  Thurs- 
day, 5 — 7 p.m. 


(Provided  by  County... The  Clinic,  BoroC..lst  & 3rd  Thurs- 
Council).  Grove,  Flint.  days  of  month, 

9-30  a.m. — 12  noon. 

Infant  Welfare  and 
Post-Natal 


(Provided  by 
Council). 


School  Clinic 


County . . .The  Clinic,  Boro’ . . .Every  Monday,  1-30- 
Glove,  Flint.  4-30  p.m.  Medical 

Officer  attends  2nd 
& 4th  Monday  each 
month. 


(Provided  by  County. ..The  Clinic,  Boro’ ...Every  Tuesday,  9-30 
Council).  Grove,  Flint.  a.m. — 12  noon. 


Orthopaedic 


Hospital. 


(Provided  by  County  ...Holywell — Cottage  ...2nd  & 4th  Friday  each 

month,  10  a.m,---12 
noon. 

..2nd  & 4th  Friday  each 
month,  1-30 — 3.r30 
p.m. 

..1st  & 3rd  Friday  each 
month,  10-30  a.m. 
— 1-30  p.m. 

Hospital  Board). 


Council  under  arrange 
ments  with  the  Robert 
Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt 
Orthopaedic  Hospital, 
Oswestry). 


(Since  July  5th, 


Rhyl— Old  Em- 
manuel School, 
Vale  Road. 

Shot  ton — New 
Clinic,  Central 
School. 

provided  by  the  Regional 


Hospitals. — The  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  since  July  5th. 
In  addition  to  facilities  provided  at  the  Flint  Cottage  Hospital, 
residents  of  the  Borough  are  admitted  to  hospitals  in  ether 
areas. 


Public  Mortuary. — Pending  the  provision  of  a Mortuary  by 
the  County  Council,  the  Authority  is  dependent  upon  the  Flint 
Cottage  Hospital  fort  his  servdee. 
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SECTION  C. 


Water  and  Water  Supplies. — The  water  supply  to  the 
Borough  was  well  maintained  during  the  year  under  i*eport. 
The  sources  from  the  Birkenhead  Mains  and  from  Coed  Onn 
were  not  changed  and  were  satisfactory.  All  the  water  isf"  > 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  All  samples  were 
chlorinated.  During  the  year,  twelve  samples  of  water  were 
Class  1.  In  addition,  four  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  final  consent  has  not  yet 
been  received  from  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  legarding  the 
Bagillt  Sewerage  Scheme.  Although  every  effort  is  being  made 
to  satisfy  the  needs  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  regarding 
the  acquisition  of  land  required  for  the  construction  of  the 
works,  it  cannot  be  too  strongly  stressed  that  the  longer  this 
work  is  held  in  abeyance,  the  greater  will  be  the  deterioration 
of  the  existing  sewage  plants.  These  plants  are  greatly  over- 
loaded at  the  present  time,  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to 
ensure  that  they  function  satisfactorily  until  the  main  scheme 
is  put  into  operation.  > 

The  needs  of  Bagillt  have  in  the  past  overshadowed  other 
portions  of  the  Borough  as  far  as  drainage  is  concerned,  but 
it  is  anticipated  that  the  needs  of  Flint  Mountain  may  be  satis- 
fied during  the  coming  year.  The  equally-pressing  need  of 
Oakenholt  must  be  given  early  consideration. 

Public  Cleansing. — As  the  need  for  a new  tipping  area 
became  more  apparent  during  the  year,  a survey  to  ascertain 
the  more  likely  places  to  carry  out  controlled  tipping  was  made. 
The  two  sites  suggested  were  (1)  the  Red  Pits  and  (2)  the 
field  adjoining  the  present  tip.  Tipping  on  these  sites  will 
commence  when  the  present  tip  is  completely  filled.  Both  tips 
have  been  serviced  by  the  Rodent  Officer,  with  good  results.- 

Sanitary  Inspection  and  Supervision. — The  following  Table 
gives  the  number  of  routine  and  special  inspections  made  by 
your  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year: — 
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TABLE  6.— SANITARY  INSPECTION  and  SUPERVISION. 


Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses 

...  96 

do. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds... 

6 

do. 

Courts,  Yards  and  Passages 

...  — 

do. 

Drains,  Closets,  etc. 

...  22 

do. 

Offensive  Accumulations 

6 

do. 

Rodent  Infestations 

...  53 

Rodent  Treatment  ... 

...  53 

Defective 

House  Drainage  

...  309 

Infectious 

Disease  Visits  and  Re-visits... 

...  19 

Fumigation  and  Disinfection 

...  31 

Number  of  Cesspools  emptied  ... 

...  74 

Additional 

Fumigations 

...  — 

Bug  Infestation  Treatment 

...  1 

Total 

Inspections,  etc.  - 

...  670 

TABLE  7.— MISCELLANEOUS  COMPLAINTS 
(for  which  Notices  were  issued). 


Works  required  under  Public  Health  Act  ...  27 

do.  Housing  Act  ...  ...  25 

do.  Factories  Act  ...  ...  3 

Lopping  of  Hedges  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Total  61 


Factories  Act,  1937. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions 
■as  to  health; — No.  on  Register  ,26,  Inspections  15,  Written. 
Notices  3;  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  3. 

SECTION  D. 

Hoiising. — Work  on  the  erection  of  62  houses  on  the 
Chester  Road  Housing  Estate  was  successfully  completed  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  work  on  the  erection  of  22  houses  cn'  the 
Sixth  Avenue  site  continues  to  be  satisfactory.  These  houses 
should  be  completed  early  next  year. 

The  Council’s  Direct  Labour  Scheme  continues  to  proceed 
satisfactorily,  the  first  pair  of  houses  being  officially  opened  by 
members  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  a greater  number  of  houses  will  be  handed  over  in  the 
future. 

The  housing  needs  of  the  Borough  are  still  acute,  and  I 
am  pleased  to  learn  that  the  need's  of  the  Old  People  will  be 
met  in  the  Council’s  future  housing  programme. 
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SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  and  Milk  Supplies. — The  milk  and  milk  supplies  within, 
the  Borough  for  1948  were  satisfactory,  and.  there  were  no  com-, 
plaints  regarding  quality,  cleanliness,  and  attention  given  by^ 
producers  and  retailers.  Several  inspections  of  dairies  and  milk- ■ 
shops  were  made  and  there  was  nO'  need  for  adverse  comment J 

Bakehouses. — It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action 
under  this  heading. 

Meat  and  Other  Food  Condemned. — Routine  and  special 
visits  were  paid  to  shops  and  food  depots  within  the  Borough 
during  the  year,  and  the  articles  of  food  listed  below  were  found 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption: — 


TABLE  8.— MEAT  and  OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED. 


Tinned 

do. 

do. 

do. 


Meat 

Vegetables 

Milk 

Fruit 


Fresh  Fruit  ... 

Barley  Pudding 

Butter 

Pickles 

Fish 


5 

16 

67 

31 

3 cwts. 

192  packets 
21  lbs. 

624  bottles 
112  lbs.  3 tins.- 


Food  Poisoning. — There  was  no  outbreak  of  food-poisoning 
reported  during  the  year. 

SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases 

(excluding  Tuberculosis). 

TABLE  9.— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Name  of  Disease. 

No.  of  Cases 
Notified. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Pneumonia 

9 .. 

- 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

...  10  .. 

..  5 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  ... 

1 .. 

. 1 

Diphtheria 

1 .. 

..  1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

1 .. 

,.  1 

Totals  

...  22  .. 

. 8 
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TABLE  10. 


ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIED  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  figures  shown  in  Column  1 of  the  foregoing  Table  are 
analysed  in  age  groups  below: — 


Number  of  Cases  notified  as  having  occurred  among  persons 
Disease.  of  the  ages  immediately  below  specified 


0- 

1- 

3-  5-  10-  15- 

25- 

45- 

65-  U’kn  Total 

Pneumonia 

2... 

1.. 

. 1... 1. 

..  2. 

..2 9 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.. 

. 1...  6...  1...  ., 

..  1. 

10 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Meningitis 

..  1.. 

1 

Diphtheria 

,.  1. 

1 

Acute  P’myelitis... 

1.. 



...  1 

Totals 

2... 

3.., 

. 2...  6...  1...  1.. 

. 1. 

..  4.. 

..  2 22 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. — As  from  July  5th,  1948,  the 
responsibility  for  providing  free  immunisation  of  the  child  popu- 
lation (all  ages)  against  diphtheria  passed  to  the  Local  Health 
Authority — Flintshire  County  Council.  The  position  in  the 
Borough  at  that  date  is  summarised  as  follows: — 

Estimated  Child  Population,  Mid-year  1948...  3566 

Total  Number  of  Children  under  15  years  of 
age  who  had  completed  a course  of  im- 
munisation at  July  5th,  1948  3002 

TABLE  11.— TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  reported  in  1948. 


Age  Groups. 

Respiratory 
Males.  Females. 

Non-Respiratory. 
Males.  Females. 

Total 

Cases. 

0- 

1- 

— 

— 

1 

3 

4 

15- 

1 

5 

— 

— 

6 

25- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

35- 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

45- 

55- 

65- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

All  ages 

4 

7 

3 

4 

18 

The  foregoing  Table  reveals  the  distressingly  high  incidence 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  the  female  age  group  15 — 25  years. 
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The  need  for  especial  care  at  this  danger  period  stands  out 
clearly.  At  the  age  of  15  years,  the  majority  of  girls  are  leaving 
the  relatively  sheltered  existence  they  lead  at  school,  and  have 
to  adjust  themselves  to  the  more  rigorous  conditions  and  added 
responsibilities  of  working-life.  At  the  same  time,  important  - 
physical  development  is  taking  place.  ^ 

Feeling  ‘grown-up/  many  of  these  young  girls  over  indulge 
themselves  with  too  frequent  visits  to  the  cinema,  dances,  etc. 
There  seems,  no  doubt,  that  too  many  late  nights,  together  with 
the  strains  already  mentioned,  undermine  the  resistence  to, 
disease. 

In  Flint,  ample  facilities  have  been  provided  for  the  eiyjoy- 
ment  of  open-air  recreation — notably  at  Cornist  Hall.  Every* 
encouragement  should  be  given  to  our  young  people  to  tako 
full  advantage  of  this  opportunity  for  healthful  recreation  and,, 
in  addition,  the  value  of  an  adequate  amount  of  sleep  cannot 
be  over  emphasised. 

I remain,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Very  faithfully  yours, 

T.  W.  BRINDLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


19,  Highfield  Villas, 

Mold,  September,  1949. 
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